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years trying to make it work as well as 
it possibly can? Yes, we should have. 
Were we able to do that? No. The only 
alternative the Republican Party of-
fered to the American people and to 
this House was to repeal. Not to re-
place, not to repair, not to fix, not to 
make sure it was more affordable and 
more available to the American people 
so that we would be a healthier and 
stronger nation. Their only option was 
to repeal. 

b 1245 
Mr. Speaker, I urge Republican lead-

ers to withdraw this bill. Let us work 
together to ensure what almost every 
Member says they want, and that is a 
healthcare program in America that is 
affordable by all, available to all, and 
enjoyed by all. That is what President 
Trump said at that rostrum just days 
ago. 

This bill that the Republicans are 
going to mark up on Wednesday does 
not do what they say or what President 
Trump said. The American people will 
oppose it, and we will reflect their op-
position in this House. But we are 
available to our Republican colleagues 
in good faith to work together to en-
sure that what the President said— 
available to all, at a lower price, with 
everybody having access—we will sup-
port that bill, if it exists, and we will 
work with our Republican colleagues 
to pass it and give that protection and 
security to the American people. 

Mr. Speaker, I note that there have 
not been many Republicans to speak 
this morning. I understand that one 
Republican spoke about this bill. I am 
amazed if they think this is a better 
way. I am amazed if they think this 
will do a better job than the Affordable 
Care Act. I am amazed if they think 
they are going to bring costs down and 
care up, and that we don’t have a lot of 
Republicans, Mr. Speaker, coming to 
this floor and claiming victory. They 
are not here because they can’t claim 
that victory. 

Let’s reject this bill, Mr. Speaker. 
Let’s work together. We can do better. 
The American people expect us to do 
better. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 48 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. FOXX) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 
Reverend Gary Studniewski, St. 

Peter’s Catholic Church, Washington, 
D.C., offered the following prayer: 

O God, You, who have looked upon 
this grand American experiment with 
such favor from its beginning and who 
have preserved it by Your providence, 
graciously hear our prayers for our Na-
tion, that it may be a bastion of lib-
erty, of justice, of true freedom. 

Bless this governing assembly with 
the spirit of Your wisdom, that its 
Members may decide everything for 
the well-being and peace of all. May 
these servants never turn aside from 
just and noble purposes, as You give 
them the light to discern these pur-
poses. 

Dear Lord, grant each House Mem-
ber, their families, and their staffs 
strength, comfort, and always the 
peace of the kingdom where You reign 
today and forever. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. SOTO) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. SOTO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

HONORING MADILYN GAWRYCH- 
TURNER 

(Mr. BOST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a bright young con-
stituent from my district in southern 
Illinois on winning a scholarship in the 
VFW Patriot’s Pen essay competition. 

Enacted in 1995, the Patriot’s Pen 
program is designed to foster patriot-
ism by allowing students the oppor-
tunity to express their opinion on pa-
triotic themes. This year’s theme was 
‘‘The America I Believe In.’’ 

Madilyn Gawrych-Turner of 
Jonesboro Elementary School in 
Jonesboro, Illinois, was sponsored by 
the VFW post in Anna, Illinois. I would 
like to congratulate Madilyn, and I 
know she will have a very bright fu-
ture. 

Also, Madam Speaker, I would like to 
take just a second, if I may, to wish my 
wife a happy anniversary for the 37 
years that we have been together. 

f 

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT REPEAL 

(Mr. SOTO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, last 
night our Republican colleagues finally 
revealed their secret healthcare bill, 
and it is clear that TrumpCare doesn’t 
care. Here are the top five reasons why: 

Number one, TrumpCare cuts Med-
icaid. It creates block grants to States 
that will lead to less care, including 
forcing seniors out of nursing homes 
and reducing health care for the poor. 

Number two, TrumpCare eliminates 
healthcare subsidies. In its place, it 
creates substandard tax cuts that will 
ensure millions of Americans can no 
longer afford health insurance. 

Number three, TrumpCare favors the 
rich. It provides a tax giveaway for the 
rich, while leaving the middle class 
with less access to care. 

Number four, TrumpCare hurts our 
hospitals. It kicks people off of insur-
ance, guaranteeing hospitals, employer 
plans, and taxpayers will ultimately 
foot the bill. 

Number five, TrumpCare defunds 
Planned Parenthood. This will leave 
millions of women without health care. 

In summary, TrumpCare doesn’t 
care, and it won’t work. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA WOMEN’S BAS-
KETBALL TEAM 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, Sunday afternoon, the 
University of South Carolina’s wom-
en’s basketball team clenched their 
third consecutive Southeastern Con-
ference championship. 

The Gamecocks beat Mississippi 
State 59–49 in the SEC’s women’s bas-
ketball tournament title game in 
Greenville, South Carolina. 

Juniors Kaela Davis of Suwanee, 
Georgia, and A’ja Wilson of Irmo, 
South Carolina, an extraordinary con-
stituent, led the team with an impres-
sive 38 combined points. This all-star 
team will likely hold the number one 
seed in the NCAA tournament that will 
begin on March 17. 

Head coach Dawn Staley joined the 
University of South Carolina in 2008, 
building a team based on teamwork 
and determination. In the eight sea-
sons that Coach Staley has been with 
the program, the South Carolina Wom-
en’s Basketball Team has also seen 
three SEC regular season champion-
ships, three Sweet 16 seasons, and the 
program’s first number one national 
ranking, with an average home attend-
ance of over 14,000 Gamecock fans. 

As March marks Women’s History 
Month, it is especially fitting to con-
gratulate Coach Dawn Staley and the 
historic Gamecock women’s basketball 
team. 

Best wishes for continued success in 
the NCAA playoffs. Go Gamecocks. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 
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